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roadless areas and roadless islands pur-
suant to section 3(c) of the Wilderness 
Act and the regulations of this part 
shall be to identify and recommend for 
preservation as wilderness, by inclu-
sion in the National Wilderness Preser-
vation System, those areas which, 
after consideration of all relevant fac-
tors, it is concluded will achieve the 
policy of the Congress, as expressed in 
section 2(a) of the Wilderness Act. 

(c) Nothing in the sections of this 
part shall, by implication or otherwise, 
be construed to lessen the authority of 
the Secretary with respect to the 
maintenance of roadless areas within 
units of the National Park System or 
the maintenance of roadless areas and 
islands within units of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System.

§ 19.4 Liaison with other governmental 
agencies and submission of views 
by interested persons. 

(a) When a review is initiated under 
the provisions of section 3(c) of the 
Wilderness Act and the sections of this 
part, arrangements shall be made for 
appropriate consideration of problems 
of mutual concern with other Federal 
agencies and with regional, State, and 
local governmental agencies. 

(b) Any person desiring to submit 
recommendations as to the suitability 
or nonsuitability for preservation as 
wilderness of any roadless area in any 
unit of the National Park System, or of 
any such area or any roadless island in 
any unit of the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, may submit such rec-
ommendations at any time to the su-
perintendent or manager in charge of 
the unit. Such recommendations will 
be accorded careful consideration and 
shall be forwarded with the report of 
review to the Office of the Secretary.

§ 19.5 Hearing procedures. 
(a) Before any recommendation of 

the Secretary concerning the suit-
ability or nonsuitability of any 
roadless area or island for preservation 
as wilderness is submitted to the Presi-
dent, a public hearing or hearings shall 
be held thereon at a location or loca-
tions convenient to the area or areas 
affected. If the lands involved are lo-
cated in more than one State, at least 
one such hearing shall be held in each 

State. At least 30 days before the date 
of any such hearing, public notice 
thereof shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and in newspapers of 
general circulation in the area. The 
public notice shall contain or make 
reference to a map of the lands in-
volved and a definition of boundaries 
and a statement of the action proposed 
to be taken by the Secretary thereon. 

(1) Any hearing held under this sec-
tion shall be presided over by a hearing 
officer designated by the Secretary. 

(2) Any person may present testi-
mony at the hearing orally or in writ-
ing, or both, by notification to the 
hearing officer in accordance with the 
published notice of the hearing. Wit-
nesses shall not be subjected to cross-
examination but the hearing officer 
may invite responses by witnesses to 
questions he may ask for the purpose 
of clarifying the testimony presented. 

(3) The witnesses shall not be sworn, 
but statements made by them orally or 
in writing are subject to the provisions 
of 18 U.S.C. 1001, which makes it a 
crime for any person knowingly and 
willfully to make to any agency of the 
United States any false, fictitious, or 
fraudulent statement as to any matter 
within its jurisdiction. 

(4) A verbatim record of the hearing 
shall be kept. 

(5) The hearing officer may be in-
structed by the Secretary to prepare 
and submit a recommendation con-
cerning the suitability or nonsuit-
ability of the area or areas for preser-
vation as wilderness. 

(6) A copy of the transcript of the 
hearing record, and of any rec-
ommendation made by the hearing offi-
cer as a result thereof, shall, during 
the pendency of the subject matter, be 
maintained for public examination (i) 
in an office of the Department of the 
Interior convenient to the area or 
areas affected and (ii) in the head-
quarters office of the Department in 
Washington, DC. 

(7) The Secretary reserves the right 
at all times to consider information 
available to his office from any source 
not limited to the record of the public 
hearing or hearings, in the further con-
sideration of proposed recommenda-
tions concerning the suitability or the 
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